
BELL BRANCH RESTORATION 

AT BLUEGRASS PARK

PUBLIC MEETING

MARCH 18, 2024

on behalf of Ashley Capital



Project Location



Existing Stream Conditions
• Excessive and continuous bank erosion:

• 8 dump trucks of sediment per year

• 15 lb phosphorus

• Public safety concerns

• Deeply downcut (eroded streambed); disconnected 
from the landscape

• Altered watershed conditions

• Invasive shrubs; lack of native herbaceous plants

• Existing wetland on the north bank is being drained

• Over-wide: the 5’-6’ deep, 20’-40’ wide channel 
should be 8’-10’ wide and <1’ deep

• Poorly rated fish and aquatic organism communities



THE BELL BRANCH OF THE ROUGE RIVER IS NOT MEETING STATE 

DESIGNATED USES DUE TO POOR BIOTA

Project Location

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/WRD/GLWARM/TMDL-Other/river-rouge-

biota.pdf?rev=f3b04ffce9b0433f928ed4e492e734bb&hash=688EE806E4B337CEEF162D42C06A38EC

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/WRD/GLWARM/TMDL-Other/river-rouge-biota.pdf?rev=f3b04ffce9b0433f928ed4e492e734bb&hash=688EE806E4B337CEEF162D42C06A38EC
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/WRD/GLWARM/TMDL-Other/river-rouge-biota.pdf?rev=f3b04ffce9b0433f928ed4e492e734bb&hash=688EE806E4B337CEEF162D42C06A38EC


EXISTING CONDITIONS



EXISTING PERCHED WETLAND AREAS – UPPER NORTH BANK



STREAM 
RESTORATION 

APPROACH

• Re-meander the straightened creek

• Partially raise the bed to the west

• Excavate low banks on each side

• Replicate natural riffles/pools

• Construct in-stream habitat

• Off-channel habitats

• Protect existing perched wetlands

• Repair erosion and gullies

• Stabilize grass swales

• Control invasive shrubs

• Establish native plant communities

• Conservation easement

• 5-Yrs maintenance

(PROPOSED 

IMPROVEMENTS)

(COMPARABLE TO 

EXISTING CONDITION)
Source: Harris Co., TX





Typical Restored Stream After One Growing Season



Tree Cutting Activities: March 19-29, 2024
14 (mostly dead) trees



Preliminary Construction Schedule*

Public Notice/EGLE Review   Dec. 2023 – Mar. 2024

Construction Bidding     March 2023

Site Clearing and Preparation  March/June 2024

In-Stream Construction Start  July 2023

Significant Completion    Sept. 2024

Riparian Plantings      Sept. – Oct. 2024

 *This is a required Contractor submittal once one has been selected.
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